Our Blood Saves Lives.
Donate Today.
Blood donors who are Black play a critical role in helping patients battling sickle cell disease
receive the most compatible blood match. Today, there aren’t enough blood donors to meet
this urgent need and ensure those fighting sickle cell disease have continued access to the
treatments they need.
You can make a difference in the life of a patient with sickle cell disease, as well as moms
with complicated childbirths, people fighting cancer, accident or trauma victims being raced
to emergency rooms, and many more.
Now more than ever, the American Red Cross needs your help. We can’t do it without you.
Schedule an appointment to donate blood today.

All donors receive a free health screening prior to donating.*
1-800-RED CROSS | RedCrossBlood.org/OurBlood | #TeamUp4SickleCell | #BlackBloodDonorsNeeded
* Prior to donating blood, all donors will receive a free health screening to check temperature, blood pressure, pulse rate and hemoglobin (iron) levels.

Q: Is it safe to give blood right now?
A: Safety is our top priority. The Red Cross only collects blood from individuals who are
		
health and feeling well at the time of donation. At each blood drive and donation center,
Red Cross employees have always followed thorough safety protocols to help prevent
the spread of any type of infection.
Q: What safety precautions are in place at Red Cross blood drives?
A: To ensure the health of staff and donors, continues to utilize additional precautions put 		
into place during the pandemic, including:
• Hand sanitizer available before entering the blood drive or donation center, as well as 		
throughout the donation process;
• Face masks required for everyone;
• All surfaces and equipment receive enhanced disinfection; and
• Social distancing wherever possible.
We also urge donors schedule an appointment prior to arrival to help ensure we can 		
manage the flow of donors at drives.
Q: Why should I attend a blood drive during the pandemic?
A: Blood donation is an essential service as determined by the United States
Department of Homeland Security and many other federal, state and local authorities.
Like a hospital, grocery store, or pharmacy, a blood drive is essential to ensuring the
health of the community.
Q: Can I catch COVID-19 by donating blood?
A: No. Donating blood does not increase your risk for of contracting COVID-19.
Q: Can I give blood after receiving a COVID-19 vaccine?
A: In most cases, there is no blood donation deferral time after receiving a COVID-19
vaccine. However, knowing the name of the vaccine manufacturer is important in
determining blood donation eligibility.
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Donating Blood is Essential
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